The effects of family disruption on adolescent males and females.
Given the rapidly increasing rate of marital dissolution, a staggering number of children are experiencing family disruption. The purpose of this study was to ascertain the possible effects of separation and divorce on the formation of adolescents' self-image. Additionally, this study sought to determine if adolescents from disrupted homes differed from those from intact homes with regard to anxiety levels, locus of control, and perception of their family. A total of 217 subjects participated in the study by completing a battery of questionnaires. Results indicated that males from disrupted homes had better self-concepts and better perceptions of their family environment than those from intact homes. The opposite results were found among females, emphasizing the difference between the sexes in adjusting to family disruption.